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DLIS Representative: TBA  
 
Membership Chair: Tina Pierce                                                 
Arcade Elementary School, Pioneer Central 
School District  
This summer, Tina ran her first 10K race and her 
first Duathlon (run, bike, run).  She placed first in 
her age group in the Duathlon. 
 
Past‐President: Leslie Occhiuto                    
The Park School 
This summer, Leslie tried kayaking at Letchworth! 
 
 

President: Donn Riggi                                  
Alden Middle School, Alden Central School District 
 
President‐Elect: Jim Clark                            
Windom Elementary School, Orchard Park Central 
School District 
This summer, Jim officiated a wedding in Boulder, 
Colorado.  The lucky bride was his niece! 
 
President‐Elect: Megan Moelbert 
Hamburg Middle School, Hamburg Central School 
District 
Megan spent a week going between Strong Memo‐
rial Hospital and Hamburg High School every day 
because her daughter was recovering from heart 
surgery.  At the same time, she was holding JV 
Volleyball tryouts as the new coach. 
 
Secretary: Lydia Wrobel                              
West Seneca West Middle School, West Seneca 
Central School District 
Lydia taught  a “How to DJ” class to 8‐year‐old 
girls at a summer camp in Chicago. 
 
Treasurer: Pat Kotz                                        
D.B. Bunce Elementary School, Pavilion Central 
School District 
Pat went to a Yankees/Blue Jays game in Toronto 
and saw the Yankees win in the 14th inning. 
 
BSLA Representative: Kathy Burr  
Bennett Park Montessori #32 
This summer, Kathy went to Lake George and 
Great Escape Park to ride the Comet again!  Her 
picture was in the Bee. 

L to R:  Patricia Kotz (Treasurer), Leslie Occhiuto (Past President),  

Donn Riggi (President), Tina Pierce (Membership Chair), Lydia Wrobel 

(Secretary), Jim Clark (President‐Elect), Megan Moelbert (President‐

Elect).  Not Pictured:  Kathy Burr (BSLA Representative) 
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     Question…What has picturesque 
scenery, stimulating conversations, 
present and future leaders, and long 
lasting friendships? Answer…The Carol 
A. Kearney Education Leadership Re‐
treat. The Education Leadership Re‐
treat was held this summer on the 
stunning Cornell University campus in 
Ithaca. This year’s conference “Think, 
Create, Share and Grow: Transforming 
Your School Library Leadership” fea‐
tured library futurist Stephan Abram 
http://stephenslighthouse.com/, the 
Unquiet Librarian Buffy Hamilton 
http://
theunquietlibrarian.wordpress.com/  
and School Library Journal’s Josh 
Hardo http://www.libraryjournal.com/
lj/
communityacademiclibraries/887522‐
419/the_pre‐
college_life_of_readers.html.csp.   

     124 people attended this year’s edu‐
cation leadership retreat.  Attending an 
education leadership retreat can be 
great way to gain leadership skills and 
stimulate professional growth. As a 
new school library media specialist, I 
have learned so much from the past 
two education leadership retreats. I 

recognized so many friendly SLMSs from 
last summer. It is a great way to catch up 
with friends and see what other SLMSs 
are accomplishing in their school library 
media programs. By attending, I learned 
how to build a personal toolkit for leader‐
ship, was shown real life examples of 
innovative assessment, and was revved 
up for the new school year.  We are in the 
middle of major changes in education and 
libraries with the introduction of the Com‐
mon Core Standards and the APPR 
(Annual Professional Performance Re‐
view). By participating in learning exer‐
cises, I was able to work in groups and 
share my ideas on how to implement the 
Common Core Standards.  

     I listened to inspiring speakers from 
around the country and some from New 
York State. We were privileged to have 
many so many library advocates and 
leaders attend and speak at the education 
leadership retreat: Barbara Stripling, 
Paige Jaeger, Christopher Harris, Fran 
Roscello, Sara Kelly Johns, Sue Kowalski, 
John Brock, and the names go on and on. I 
learned about e‐books from Josh Hardo 
and from Stephen Abram, tips and tech‐
niques for strategic thinking. The Unquiet 
Librarian Buffy Hamilton gave a motivat‐

ing presentation on “Transformational 
Strategies for School Librarians.” 
Cathie Marriott and Pauline Herr dis‐
cussed how as SLMSs we are already 
using the Common Core Standards in 
the library. I learned about different 
Apps to use in a school library media 
center during “Is There an App for 
This? School Library Technology 
Smackdown.” Seeing actual examples 
of how SLMSs use the Apps was very 
beneficial.  

     Scared about attending alone? Don’t 
worry, there are plenty of people to 
meet and hang out with during the edu‐
cation leadership retreat. If you think 
you cannot afford the retreat, fear not! 
Apply for the Carol A. Kearney Leader‐
ship Retreat Scholarship. The charis‐
matic Christopher Harris was the auc‐
tioneer for this year’s Monday night 
auction which raised money for the 
scholarship.  The deadline for next 
year’s scholarship is April 12, 2012 
http://www.nyla.org/page/slms‐carol
‐a‐kearney‐leadership‐retreat‐
scholarship‐349.html. The education 
leadership retreat will be held next 
year, August 5‐7, 2012 at Cornell Uni‐
versity. I hope to see you there! 

Th ink,  Create ,  Share and Grow:  Notes  from the  2011  The  Carol A.  Kearne y Education Leadership Retreat   

‐Charlie Kelly, SLMS Region VII Coordinator 
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http://www.nyla.org/page/slms-carol-a-kearney-leadership-retreat-scholarship-349.html
http://www.nyla.org/page/slms-carol-a-kearney-leadership-retreat-scholarship-349.html
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On June 8th, 2011, Erika Clapp (Depew Middle School) hosted a visit from Tim Green, an author of sports fiction for children and former de‐
fensive end for the Atlanta Falcons.  The message of Green’s presentation was that “reading is weightlifting for your brain!”  Green’s out‐
standing presentation was well received by both students and staff.  Tim Green would like to continue visiting schools in Western New York. 
For author visit information, contact Susan A. DeVaul via e‐mail at SDeVaul@hblaw.com. 

Karen Landau (Springville Middle School, Springville‐Griffith Institute) received a $600 grant from the Springville‐Griffith Community Educa‐
tion Foundation to purchase Nook e‐readers for the library. 

The Pioneer School District has two new library media specialists this year.  Elizabeth Piatek is the new librarian at Delevan Elementary 
school and Stephanie Kosmerl is the new librarian at Pioneer High School. 

Donn Riggi (Alden Middle School) has organized a school wide read of A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park.  All students will read the 
book in their ELA classes (in addition, fourth and fifth grade students will have it read to them during library classes).  Donn is also planning 
some pre‐reading activities in the library to give students background knowledge of Sudan, the need for clean water, and Linda Sue Park. 
Water for Sudan is Alden Middle School’s chosen charity and the school will be raising funds to build a well in Sudan. Linda Sue Park will visit 
Alden on December 6th, 2011. 

Gretchen Seibert (Edison Elementary, Ken‐Ton) is a member of the New York State Reading Association's Charlotte Award committee.  On 
October 1st, 2011 she presented a program on the 2012 Charlotte Award, entitled "Quote, Promote, Vote!" at the Niagara Frontier Reading 
Council's conference at Medaille College. 

Ann Marie Wik (Lancaster High School) will be presenting information about the High School to College Collaboration (HS2C) efforts at NYLA.  
HS2C has brought together secondary educators and undergraduate faculty and librarians to help students retain information literacy com‐
petencies as they move through the educational system.  Ann Marie and Andrew Jaeger (Medaille College) will present on the topic “Creating 
and Preserving Information Literacy Skills in Students.” Additionally, Ann Marie and Bethanne Stancl (Clarence High School) will be present‐
ing about the HS2C Collaboration at the Exploratorium at AASL.  Both presentations will be highlighting the DVD ‐ Take it from us! that was 
produced through the efforts of the video subcommittee of the HS2C committee. 

SLAWNY Stars 
‐Compiled by Maria Muhlbauer, Pioneer Middle School SLMS, SLAWNY Publicity Committee 
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UB Department of Library and Information 
Studies Welcomes New Faculty Member! 

 
Judy Donovan is a Clinical 
Assistant Professor of 
School Library Media and 
the Coordinator of the 

Online Cohort in the School Library Media 
MLS Program in the Department of Library 
and Information Studies at UB.  She 
earned her Ed.D. in Instructional Technol‐
ogy and Distance Learning, has a MLIS, and 
two Masters degrees in Education. 

She was a library media specialist for ten 
years, serving at the middle and high 
school levels.  Donovan also served as a 

district library media supervisor.  While 
most of her PK‐12 career was in a rural 
district, Judy has also taught English and 
math in a high needs area of Los Angeles 
and in a suburban school.  

Judy has taught higher education classes 
in Michigan, Indiana, Minnesota, and Geor‐
gia as well as many online classes.  This 
fall she is teaching the first course in 
foundations (LIS 505) to the new MLS LMS 
online cohort, as well as the Curriculum 
Role of the Media Specialist course (LIS 
532).  She is also supervising school li‐
brary students in their student teaching 
experiences, and is looking forward to 
meeting current librarians in their re‐

spective school libraries.  

Judy is serving as the Research in School 
Libraries program chair for the 2012 
American Educational Research Associa‐
tion and as program chair and incoming 
president of the School Media and Tech‐
nology division of AECT.  She looks forward 
to getting involved with New York library 
associations, as she has always been ac‐
tive in state associations wherever she 
has lived and worked.  

For fun, Judy likes to read (of course!), 
play tennis, kayak, and travel.  She loves 
Western New York so far, and believes the 
natural beauty may even surpass her na‐
tive Michigan! 
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News from UB 
‐Compiled by Sue Janczak, UB DLIS SLM Program Assistant 



High School Network/YA Book Club                                                                                                                                             
Contact: Sandy Eichelberger ‐ West Seneca East High School, seichelberger@wscschools.org 

The High School Network and the YA Book Club have merged!  Meetings will now include a topic of interest to high school librari‐
ans as well as a time to discuss great books for school libraries.  All meetings will take place from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 – Electronic Devices in the LMC/Alex Award Candidates (Location: West Seneca East High School)                                                                                                                                            
Monday, March 12, 2012 – Copyright & Plagiarism/Best Reference Books (Location TBA)                                                        
Wednesday, May 16, 2012 – Censorship & Selection Policies/Banned Books (Location TBA) 

Northtowns Elementary Network                                                                                                                                         
Contact: Carole Brox – broxhawk@gmail.com 

A discussion and interest group, this network meets on select Saturday mornings from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM.  Generally, the net‐
work meets for a total of 15 hours to complete a unit of in‐service credit.  Although the focus has been on elementary school 
librarianship, this network has transformed into a group that discusses different levels of librarianship.  Meeting locations are 
yet to be determined. 

November 19, 2011 ‐ Technology: Its Many Forms and Many Uses                                                                                                  
January 7, 2012 ‐ Library Integration: Planning with Classroom Teachers                                                                                     
February 11, 2012 ‐ Understanding APPR: Adapting to the Changes                                                                                                                            
March 24, 2012 ‐ Professional Collections: Building It and Selling It                                                                                                                              
May 5, 2012 ‐ Year Ending Procedures: Setting Priorities 

Northtowns Elementary Network                                                                                                                                                 
Contacts: Carol Palumbo ‐ Central Avenue Elementary, cpalumbo@lancaster.wnyric.org                                                             

Heidi Ginal – Heim Elementary, hginal@williamsvillek12.org 

This group is primarily composed of members from K‐3 and K‐5 schools.  The network serves as a show and tell showcase for 
elementary school librarians.  Discussion centers upon new books and resources members love, books members hate, lesson 
plans, and programming ideas.  Meetings take place at various libraries across the northtowns.  The schedule will be set near the 
beginning of the school year. 
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Southtowns Elementary Network                                                                                                                                                  
Contact: Jim Clark – Windom Elementary, jclark@opschools.org                                                                                          

This network focuses mainly upon elementary library topics.  The network’s first meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 25th 
from 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM at Windom Elementary.  The remainder of our calendar will be set at that first meeting. 

SLAWNY offers a variety of networks and groups that meet periodically throughout the year to discuss is‐
sues in school librarianship. These groups are located throughout Western New York and are open to any 
SLAWNY member.   

Currently, there is no formal middle school network.  If you are interested in coordinating a middle school 
network, contact Donn Riggi, SLAWNY president. 

Networks and Groups 
‐Maria Muhlbauer, Pioneer Middle School SLMS, SLAWNY Publicity Committee 

SLAWNY Direct 
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needs to live a long and happy life. So why 
is he so unhappy and lonely? He wants a 
pet! But how does a goldfish get a pet? 
With witty humor, fun rhythmic text, and 
bright, colorful illustrations, Gilbert meets 
a dog, mouse, fly, and a surprise guest. 
Who in the end will be his pet? Children of 
all ages will be shocked and delighted 
when Gilbert finally meets his pet.  
 
Detective Blue by Steve Metzger Illus‐
trated by Tedd Arnold                      
ISBN‐13 978‐0545172868 
Whether or not your students are familiar 
with Mother Goose nursery rhymes, they 
are sure to love Detective Blue.  The book 
is in the format of a large graphic novel 
with Steve Metzger’s humorous text and 
Ted Arnold’s familiar funny illustrations. 
Little Boy Blue is all grown up and is work‐
ing as a detective. Where is Miss Muffet? 
Detective Blue is on the case! The day 
starts off as any other day…the dish ran 
off with the spoon. On the copyright page, 
the reader is asked “How Many of These 

Check out these recent pictures books! 

Peanut Butter and Homework Sand‐
wiches by Lisa Broadie Cook Illustrated 
by Jack E. Davis                               
ISBN‐13 978‐0399245336 
Martin is looking forward to seeing Har‐
riet, his teacher’s tarantula when he goes 
to school. But when he arrives, his 
teacher is missing! Instead he has a sub‐
stitute teacher named Mrs. Payne who 
loves to give out homework. It turns out to 
be a long week for Martin. The dog eats 
his homework, the homework ends up in 
the washing machine, his backpack is 
switched, and the wind makes him lose his 
homework. Do you think Mrs. Payne be‐
lieves what happens to his homework? 
Would you? Martin learns how to make the 
best of any situation and has a positive 
attitude in the end.   

Gilbert Goldfish Wants a Pet by Kelly 
DiPucchio Illustrated by Bob Shea I 
SBN‐13 978‐080373394 
Gilbert the goldfish has everything he 

Mother Goose Rhymes Can You Find in the 
Story and Pictures?” Before the students 
read the story, that question could be 
asked and there could be a competition to 
see who finds the most Mother Goose 
nursery rhymes between the students.  

You Will Be My Friend!  by Peter Brown 
ISBN‐13 978‐0316070300 
Lucy wants a new friend and today is the 
day it happens. In his second book featur‐
ing Lucy the Bear in her familiar pink tutu, 
she is on a quest to find a new friend. If 
you are familiar with the first book Chil‐
dren Make Terrible Pets featuring Lucy 
the Bear, you know how Lucy’s good inten‐
tions do not always have successful re‐
sults. She tries to become friends with 
frogs but when she tries to join them she 
ruins their pond! After a couple of more 
failed friendship attempts, she finally 
screams “YOU WILL BE MY FRIEND!” In the 
end, Lucy realizes that you cannot scream 
to get friends. This book can teach stu‐
dents about the meaning of friendship and 
determination.  

Elementary Book Suggestions  
‐Charlie Kelly, SLMS Region VII Coordinator 
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It’s not too late!  Join SLAWNY Today!  



thor of two children’s books. Au‐
thors include Chris Bohjalian, 
Laura Vaccaro Seeger and Eric 
Luper. (www.nyla.org) 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
4:30 pm @ Kenmore West High 
School, 33 Highland Parkway, 
Buffalo, NY 14223. Host librarian, 
Nancy O’Donnell and SLS E2 Di‐
rector, Sue Bartle will conduct a 
LIGHTENNG ROUND UPDATE on 
ereaders and ebooks, and how 
they are “changing” the school 
library world. 

November 20‐22, 2011         
NYSCATE Conference, “Preparing 
Future Ready Kids: Let Them 
Soar!” in Rochester, New York. 

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 4:30 
pm, Location TBA. Skype with au‐

Saturday, October 15, 2011 
7:30am   FALL SHARING                      
Windom Elementary School   Key‐
note speaker is Technology guru 
David Warlick.  Join your friends 
for a day of fun, food and inspira‐
tion!!  

October 27‐30, 2011            
AASL National Conference & Exhi‐
bition. "Turning the Page" Minnea‐
polis, MN. (http://
www.aasl11.org/) 

November 2‐5, 2011                
NYLA Annual Conference, “New 
York Libraries ROCK!” Saratoga 
Springs, New York. Keynote 
speaker: Sonia Manzano– Televi‐
sion actress “Maria” on Sesame 
Street, fifteen time Emmy Award 
winning television writer and au‐

thor Tim Green. Join us for a dis‐
cussion with New York Times 
bestselling author, Tim Green, 
now author of seven chapter 
books for kids, Tim is the real 
deal. He is a former NFL football 
player, Rhodes Scholar candidate, 
Father of five, Lawyer and Author. 
Watch for more details and mark 
your calendar for this one! Check 
him out at http://
www.timgreenbooks.com 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 4:30pm 
Barnes & Noble, 4401 Transit Rd, 
Clarence, 14221. Looking to lure 
students into your library? Find 
out how Barnes & Noble uses 
marketing tricks, and how we can 
utilize them to promote the joys 
of reading and increase participa‐
tion in a school library. 

Upcoming Events 

SLAWNY 

“Learning4Life@ your 
Library” 

We’re on the Web! http://slawny.org/ 
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Writers needed!                                              

Did you go to a great event?  Do you have a lesson that is out of 
this world?  Or do you have advice for a new school library media 
specialist?  SLAWNY Direct would like you to write about it for our 
next issue!  Contact the Publicity Committee for details! 

 
Maria Muhlbauer, Pioneer Middle School, Pioneer Central School 
District 
Kristin Frauenhofer, Maryvale Primary School, Maryvale Union 
Free School District 
Tina Pierce, Arcade Elementary School, Pioneer Central School 
District 
 

SLAWNY.Publicity.Committee@gmail.com 

mailto:SLAWNY.Publicity.Committee@gmail.com

